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The History of the Book at the University of. 
Wales 
There is a long tradition of teaching historical 
bibliography in Britain. I conduct such a course in 
the Department of Information and Library Studies 
at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth; and the 
ancestor of that course was being taught in 1964 
when the College of Librarianship (as it then was) 
was founded. Within living memory historical 
bibliography was the central axis of the British 
Library Association examinations around which all 
other subjects revolved. 
Those days are over: historical bibliography lost its 
privileged place many years ago. The subject first 
became optional and then, at some institutions, it 
was squeezed out altogether. The reasons were that 
(a) its privileged position had always been artificial 
and (b) it became obvious, even to historians, that 
more time had to be found to teach computer 
techniques and information management. All the 
same, I know I am not the sole survivor: besides 
similar courses in other departments of librarianship, 
there are a few in English literature departments, 
with titles such as Bibliography and Textual Criti- 
cism. 
The Aberystwyth course lasts for one academic year 
and is offered as an option to undergraduates and 
postgraduates taking their first qualification in 
librarianship or information studies. All these 
students are taught together. Most, but not all, will 
have some grounding in history, which can range 
from a school-leaving certificate to a research degree. 
The course therefore aims to give a broad outline of 
the whole field, bearing in mind that the students 
are working towards a vocational qualification and 
all intend to become librarians or information 
specialists. 
ining early printed books, describing them, : and 
trying to decide how the text arrived in its present 
state. This does not mean that the wider issues and 
interests of histoire du livre are neglected. Our 
department has a long-standing interest in histoire 
du livre: the English translation of Febvre and . 
Martin's LYApparition du Livre was undertaken here 
by my ex-colleague David Gerard. Analytical biblio- 
graphy is therefore followed by a broad sweep (or 
even a mad dash) through the history of the book in 
Britain. For each period the social and economic 
background to book production is studied, together 
with developments in the book trade. Finally, some 
of the concerns of textual bibliography are exam- 
ined. 
Syllabus 
1. ,The physical analysis of early books: format, . 
imposition, presswork, paper and type, decoration 
and illustration, binding. 
2. Bibliographical description: methods permitting a 
precise description of books and a more accurate 
identification of their variants. The classification of 
variants in terms of edition, impression, issue, and 
state. 
3. The fdteenth- and sixteenth-century book in 
Europe. 
4. The impact of printing and features of print 
culture in Britain from the fdteenth century. Caxton 
and the early English book trade. The Stationers' 
Company and the regulation of the press. 
5. Elizabethan and Jacobean printing-house practice. 
Problems of textual transmission. 
I am convinced that an understanding of the meth- 6. Seventeeth-century developments. Rise of the 
ods of book production is fundamental. Students profession of authorship. Journalism and the prose 
therefore begin with analytical bibliography-exam- pamphlet. 
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7. Eighteenth-century books: their quantity 2 and diversity. The Eighteenth Century Short Title Catalogue (ESTC). Computers and 
early books. 
8. Machine-printed books: technical advances. 
Factors influencing the growth of the reading public. 
Fiction and Victorian publishing forms. 
9. Bibliography and the sociology of texts: the book 
as expressive form. 
10. Theories of textual bibliography. 
Reading List 
GENERAL 
S.H. Steinberg, Five Hundred Years of Printing. 
G.T. Tanselle, The History of Books as a Field of 
Study. 
ANALYTICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
R. Cave, Bibliographical Description and the Catdo- 
guing of Rare Books. 
P. Gaskell, A New Introduction to Bibliography. 
B. Middleton. History of English Cra .  Bookbinding, 
pp. 280-84. 
BEGINNINGS OF PRINTING IN EUROPE 
M.T. Clanchy, "Looking Back from the Invention of 
Printing," Quarterly Journal of the Library of 
Congress 39 (1982): 169-83. 
E . L. Eisenstein, "The Early Printer as Renaissance 
Man," Printing History 3 (1981): 3-16. 
E. L. Eisenstein, "Some Conjectures about the 
Impact of Printing on Western Society and 
Thought: A Preliminary Report," in H.J. Graff, 
ed., Literacy and Social Development in the West: 
A Reader. 
L.V . Gemlaitis, Printing and Publishing in Fif 
teenth-Century Venice, ch. 1. 
R. Hirsc h. Printing, Selling and Reading: 1450-1 550, 
ch. 1. 
D. Mc Kitterick, "Cataloguing Incunables," Times 
Literary Supplement, 14 December 1984, p. 1459. 
(See also Eisenstein's The Printing Revolution in 
Early Modem Europe and The Printing Press as 
an Agent of Change) 
SEVENTEENTH- AND EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY BOOK 
TRADE 
R.D. Altick, The English Common Reader, 
ch. 1. 
T. Belanger, "Publishers and Writers in Eighteenth- 
Century England," in I. Rivers, ed., Books and Their 
Readers in  Eighteenth-Century England 
H.S. Bennett, English Books and Their Readers: 
1603-1 640, especially ch. 8. 
D. Foxon, Pope and the Ea.rly 18th-Century Book 
Trade (ignore the detail but good for general 
ideas) . 
D.F. McKenzie, "Printing from Caxton to Milton," 
in B. Ford, ed., New Pelican Guide to English 
Literature, vol. 2. 
C. Nelson and M. Seccombe, Periodical Publications 
1641 -1 700: A Survey with Illustrations, sections 1- 
3. 
J.W. Saunders, The Profession of English Letters, 
chaps. 3-5. 
J .  Sutherland, The Restoration Newspaper and Its 
Development, ch. 1. 
T. Watt, Cheap Print and Popular Piety 1550-1 640, 
ch. 1. 
NINETEENTH CENTURY 
R.D. Altick, The English Common Reader, chaps. 
12-13. 
S. Eliot, "The Three-Decker Novel and Its First 
Cheap Reprints, 1862-94," The Library 7 (1983): 
38-53. 
P. Gaskell, A New Introduction to Bibliography, pp. 
189-273 for technical developments. 
R.A. Gettman, A Victorian Publisher. 
R. Mullen, Anthony Trollope: A Victorian in his 
World, pp. 153-75. 
J. Rose, "Rereading the English Common Reader: A 
Preface to a History of Audiences," Journal of the 
History of Idem 53 (1992): 47-70. 
J .A. Sutherand, Victorian Novelists and Publishers, 
pp. 9-44). 
W.B. Todd and A. Bowden, Tauchnitz International 
Editions in English, 1841 -1 955, for the applica- 
tion of bibliographical method. 
SWRP News is the quarterly newsletter of the Society for the 
History of Authorship, Readin and Publishing, Inc. Annual mem- 
bership in SHARP, which inc~Jes a subscription to SMRPNews, 
is $10 in the United States, f 7  in Britain, $15 elsewhere.Address all 
correspondence to the Editor, Jonathan Rose, History Dept, Drew 
University, Madison, NJ 07940, USA. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY AND TEXTUAL CRITICISM 
J.K. Bracken, "Books from William Stansby's 
Printing House, and Jonson's Folio of 1616," The 
Library 10 (1988): 18-29. 
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P. Gaskell, A New Introduction to Bibliography, pp. 
336-53. 
J.J. McGann, A Critique of Modern Textual Criti 
cism. 
D.F. McKenzie, "Printers of the Mind," Studies in 
Bibliography 22 (1969): 42-49. 
D.F. McKenzie, "Typography and Meaning," in G. 
Barber and B. Fabian, eds., The Book and the 
Booktrade in Eighteenth Century Europe, pp. 93- 
106. 
W. Shakespeare, The Norton Facsimile of the First 
Folio, introduction by C. Hinman. 
Myerson, and Mary Ann Wimsatt. The 
British literature faculty are Paula Feldman, 
Trevor Howard-Hill, G. Ross Roy, Patrick 
Scott, and William Thesing. 
3 
To be considered for fellowships, teaching assistant- 
ships, and research assistantships, prospective 
students must submit all application materials by 15 
February. For information write the Director of 
Graduate Studies, English Department, University 
of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208; or call 803- 
777-5063. 
J o h n  R. Turner 
* 1993 CUNY Conference Update 
Editor's Note: As Dr. Turner observes, courses in 
historical bibliography have dwindled over the past few 
decades. Recast as book history, however, such courses 
could stage a comeback. We aim to encourage tha  by 
publishing, from time to time, descriptions of book 
history courses, freely ofiring borrowable ideas to 
teachers who want to develop their own syllabi. Please 
contact us if you would like to follow up this article 
with a course outline of your own. 
* New Doctoral Program in History of the 
Book and Authorship 
The Department of English at  the University of 
South Carolina has launched a new Ph.D. minor 
program revolving around the historicity of the 
book. I t  allows doctoral students to design programs 
of study dealing with issues ranging from the history 
of authorship, publishing, or print technology to 
investigations of regionalism, minority authorship, 
or the constitution of the canon. 
Core courses include a survey of the field up to 1900 
in America; a course on the history of twentieth- 
century American authorship; a course on literary 
professionalism in Shakespearean England; a variety 
of courses on English and American textual and 
bibliographical subjects; courses on women writers 
and/orminority writers in Britain and America; and 
courses on the literature of the South. Students are 
encouraged to work with primary materials, to take 
appropriate courses in other departments (such as 
history and library science), and to design transna- 
tional programs of study.. 
The participating faculty in American literature are 
Matthew J. Bruccoli, Keen Butterworth, Dianne 
Johnson Feelings, Benjamin Franklin V, Ezra 
Greenspan, Judith Haig James, Joseph Katz, Joel 
There have been some late changes in the program 
for our upcoming inaugural conference. The New 
York Public Library4irectly across the street from 
the CUNY Graduate Center-has graciously invited 
SHARP conference participants to a sherry recep- 
tion in the Berg Collection of English and American 
Literature, Room 320, Wednesday 9 June, from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m. The exhibition "Dandies and Doughties: 
Writers in Britain, 1890-1900" will be on view a t  the 
reception. There will also be a small exhibit, special- 
ly mounted for the occasion by the Manuscripts and 
Archives Division, of manuscripts related to the 
history of publishing. 
The Berg Collection is unfortunately a f d t e  space, 
so we will have to place a ceiling on attendance. 
There will be a sign-up sheet at the conference 
registration desk in the CUNY Graduate Center 
basement. To reciprocate their hospitality, SHARP 
offers free conference registration to all employees of 
the New York Public Library. 
Two papers scheduled for the conference (both on 
Panel lB, 9 June, 1:00 p.m.) have been cancelled: 
"A Revolution in the Reading of Reading?: Roger 
Chartier and the Histoire de la Lecture" by Jeremy 
D. Popkin, and "Reading in Russian and Praying in 
Slavonic: The Paradoxes of Diglossia in Eighteenth- 
Century Russia" by Gary Marker. We will fd the 
gap with two other presentations: one to be an- 
nounced, the other a talk by Simon Eliot, SHARP'S 
vice president. Dr. Eliot will outline plans for a 
Reading Experience Database, a computerized 
information bank for historians of reading, to be 
undertaken jointly by Britain's Open University and 
the Centre for the Book a t  the British Library. 
Feedback and suggestions from the audience will be 
more than welcome. A complete prospectus for the 
3
et al.: Volume 2, Number 2
Published by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst, 1993
Reading Experience Database will appear in 4 the next issue of SHARP New. 
* APHA Reception, Lecture and Auction 
If you are planning to arrive at the conference a day 
early, or just happen to be in the neighborhood, you 
may want to attend a champagne reception, lecture, 
and auction to benefit the American Printing His- 
tory Association. It will begin at 6:00 p.m. on 8 
June 1993 at Sotheby's New York, North Gallery, 
Second Floor, 1334 York Avenue at 72nd Street. 
David N. Redden, senior vice president of Sotheby's, 
will offer a talk, "Tales from the Podium," and then 
auction twelve interesting books. There will also be 
door prizes. 
Places may be reserved for $50 (Donor), $100 
(Patron), or $250 (Benefactor). All proceeds will go 
to support the programs of the APHA. Checks 
should be payable to the American Printing History 
Association, P.O. Box 4922, Grand Central Station, 
New York, NY 10163. 
* Rare Book School 1993 
The Rare Book School, founded a t  Columbia Univer- 
sity in 1983, has relocated this year to the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. The school will offer five-day non- 
credit courses over four weekly sessions, from 5 to 30 
July 1993. 
The courses include Type, Lettering, and Cal- 
ligraphy, 1450- 1830; Collecting Travel Literature; 
American Historical Bibliography; Introduction to 
Rare Book Librarianship; Managing the Past; Aims 
and Methods of Codicological Research; History of 
the Printed Book; Book Illustration to the Year 
1880; The Development of Lithography; Descriptive 
Bibliography, 1820-19 14; Publishers' Bookbindings, 
1830- 19 10; Latin Paleography, 1100-1500; Rare 
Materials in Anglo-American Law; European Book- 
binding, 1500- 1800; Rare Book Cataloguing; Sear- 
ching and Using Rare Book Bibliographies; Electro- 
nic Formats in a Rare Book Environment; Introduc- 
tion to Medieval and Early Renaissance Book- 
binding Structures; European Decorative Book- 
binding; The Use of Physical Evidence in Early 
Printed Books; Introduction to Descriptive Biblio- 
graphy; and an Advanced Seminar in Special Collec- 
tions Administration. 
The educational and professional prerequisites for 
these courses vary. Some are primarily directed 
toward research librarians and archivists; others are 
intended for academics; persons working in the 
antiquarian book trade; bookbinders and conser- 
vators; students of the history of books, writing, and 
printing; and those generally interested in the 
subjects being treated. 
The tuition for each course is $510, and air-con- 
ditioned dormitory rooms are available for about $25 
per night. For information and application forms 
contact the Rare Book School, 114 Alderman Lib- 
rary, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 
22903-2498, telephone 804-924-885 1, fax 804-924- 
8824, e-mail bdoks@virginia.edu. 
C d s  for ContriGutors 
Garland Publishing Inc. is making plans for a two- 
volume reference work, History of the Written and 
Printed Word: A n  Encyclopedia. It will trace the 
history of the written word from the earliest stages 
of graphic communication to the impact of the 
computer revolution on writing. Entries will discuss 
important figures in the history of manuscript and 
printed books, technical aspects of writing, printing, 
binding and paper, issues and terms of technical 
criticism, and such modern applications to writing as 
desktop publishing. Entries will be organized under 
five main sections: Def~t ions ,  Early Systems of 
Writing, The European Alphabet and the Manu- 
script Book, The Printed Word and the Printed 
Book, and Writing and the Information Revolution. 
An advisory board and a list of contributors are 
being prepared. Contact the editor, Dr. Antonio 
Rodriguez-Buckingham, SS Box 9208, University of 
Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-9208, 
telephone 60 1-266-4238/4230,fax 60 1-266-4410. 
The Centre d'fitude de l'ficriture at the University 
of Paris 7 has begun work on "Scriptor," a com- 
puterized interdisciplinary bibliography of writing. 
This database will cover works on the history of 
writing, paleography, codicology, the history of the 
book, the history of education, the sociology and 
anthropology of writing, the linguistics of writing, 
textual genetics, the neurophysiology of writing, and 
the graphic arts (calligraphy, typography, il- 
lustration). Scholars from all countries are invited to 
contribute and participate. Literature describing 
Script or is available in French, English, German, 
4
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and Italian. ,Contact BBatrice Fraenkel, Centre 
d'Etude de l'Ecriture, STD 34/442e dtage, Univer- 
site Paris 7. 2 place Jussieu, 75005 Paris, France, 
telephone 33- 1-4325345 1. 
The British Book Trade Index is intended eventually 
to form a national index of all those working in the 
book trade in the British Isles (including Ireland) up 
to 1851. Pending publication the Index is in ma- 
chine-readable form on a microcomputer based at  
the Robinson Library of the University of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. The B BTI includes t he names and 
addresses of the individuals concerned, their biogra- 
phical and trading dates, their workplaces, the 
trades pursued, a short note, and sources of infor- 
mation. Work on the Index has been going on for 
the past seven years, but many parts of the country 
have still not been covered completely, and volun- 
teers to work on these areas would be most welcome. 
Contact Prof. Peter Isaac, 10 Woodcroft Road, 
Wylam, Northumberland NE41 8D J ,  England. 
Conferences 
The second conference of the European Society for 
the Study of English will meet 4-8 September 1993 
in Bordeaux, and will focus on the production and 
transmission of texts. Contact Marie-Franqoise 
Cachin, UFR d'Etudes Anglophones, Universitd 
Paris 7, 10 rue Charles V, 75004 Paris, France, 
telephone 33- 1-42742754, fax 4278 1247. 
"Flanders in a European Perspective: Manuscript 
Illumination around 1400 in Flanders and Abroad" 
will be the topic of a conference in Louvain, 8-10 
September 1993, organized by the Centrum voor de 
Studie van het Vertuchte Handscrift in de Nederlan- 
den. Contact Timshel Conference Service, J.B. Van 
Moonsstraat 4, 3000 Louvain, Belgium, telephone 
32- 16-290010, fax 2905 10. 
A conference on "Libraires et ndgoce en Europe, 
15 10- 1830" will meet a t  Villeurbanne, France, TO-23 
October 1993. Contact Sabine Juratic, IHMC, Ecole 
Normale Supdrieure, 45 rue d'Ulm, 75005 Paris, 
France, telephone 33- 1-43296265, fax 43299352. 
The Group for Research into the Institutionalization 
and Professionalization of Knowledge-Production 
will sponsor a conference on "Knowledges: Produc- 
tion, Distribution, Revision" a t  the University of 
Minnesota, 14-17 April 1994. Proposals for papers 
and panels should be sent by 1 October 1993 
to David R. Shumway, English Department, 
Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA 
152 13, telephone 412-268-7 176. 
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Recent ~ n b  ficatiow 
General 
Jonathan J.G. Alexander, Medieval Illuminatorsand Their 
Methods of Work (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 
1 993). 
Jan Assmann, Das kulturelle Gedachtnis: Schri. ,  Erin- 
nerung und Politische Identitiit in Jiiihen Hochklrlturen 
(Munich: Beck, 1992). 
David Bartine, Reading, Criticism, and Culture: Theory 
and Teaching in the United States and England 1820- 
1950 (Columbia: Univ. of South Carolina Press, 1992). 
Philippa Bernard et al., eds., The Antiquarian Bookseller 's 
Companion (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
Alain Choppin, Les Manuels Scolaires: Histoire et Actrurlitk 
(Paris: Hachette, 1992). 
Peter Davison, ed., The Book Encompassed: Studies in 
Twentiethcentury Bibliography(Cambridge: Cambridge 
Univ. Press, 1992). 
Mirjam J. Foot, Studies in the History of Bookbinding 
(Aldershot: Scolar, 1993). 
D .C. Greet ham, Textual Scholarship: An Introduction 
(New York: Garland, 1992). 
Lisa Jardine, Erasmus, Man of Letters: The Construction 
of Charisma in Print (Princeton: Princeton Univ. 
Press, 1993). 
Joyce Marcus, Mesoamerican Writing Systems: Propa- 
ganda, Myth, and History in Four Ancient Civilizations 
(Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1993). 
Peter Mendes, Clandestine Fiction in English 1885-1 930: 
A Bibliographic Study (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
Timothy J. Reiss, The Meaning of Literature (Ithaca: 
Cornell Univ. Press, 1992). 
Gianfranco Tortoielli, Parole di Carta: Studi di Storia 
dell'editoria (Ravenna: Longo, 1992). 
J.A. Szirmai, Archaeology of Bookbinding (Aldershot: 
Scolar Press, 1993). 
Carsten-Peter Warncke, IkonograJie der Bibliorheken 
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1992). 
Britain 
Arthur Chick, Towards Today's Book: Aspects of Its 
Progress in the Nineteenth Century (Aldershot: Scolar 
Press, 1993). 
Michael Collie, Huxley: A Bibliography of the Writings of 
T.H. Hrrxley (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
Andrew S. Cook, Alexander Dalryrnple: The Charts and 
Publications (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
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Gillian Fenwick, Leslie Stephen's Life in Letters: 6 A Bibliographical Study (Aldershot: Scolar, 1993). 
A.J. Flavell and Paul Nash, The Corvinus Press: 
A History and Bibliog~aphy (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 
1 993). 
Jerome Friedman, The Battle of the Frogs and Fairford's 
Flies: Miracles and the Pulp Press during the English 
Revolution (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1993). 
John Heath, The Heath Family Engravers 1779-1878 
(Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
Michael Leslie and Timothy Raylor, Culture and 
Cuhivation in Early Modern England: Writing and the 
Land (London: Leicester Univ. Press, 1992). 
George Miller and Hugoe Matthews, Richard Jefferies: A 
Bibliographical Study (Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
Kathleen Scott, Later Gothic Manuscripts (Oxford: Oxford 
Univ. Press, 1993). 
John Stephens, Joseph Priestley: A Bibliography 
(Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1993). 
John Stephens, P.A.L. Jones, and D.O. Thomas, 
Richard Price: A ,'Bib1 iographical Study (Alders ho t : 
Scolar Press, 1993). 
Chris Stray, W.H.D. Rouse and the Crisis of Classics in 
Edwardian England (Bristol: Bristol Classical Press, 
1992). 
David H. Weinglass, Engraved Illustrations by and a#er 
Henry Fuseli: A Catalogue Raisonne' (Aldershot: Scolar 
Press, 1993). 
Steven N. Zwicker, Lines of Authority: Politics and English 
Literary Culture, 1649-1 689 (Ithaca: Cornell, Univ. 
Press, 1993). 
France 
Robert C. Dawson, The French Booktrade and "Permission 
Simple" of1 777: Copyright and Public Domain, with an 
Edition of the Permit Registers (Oxford: Studies in 
Voltaire and the Eighteenth Century, vol. 301, 1992). 
Roger Establet and Georges Felouzis, Livre et Tilbision: 
Concurrence ou Interaction? (Paris: PUF, 1992). 
P.N. Furbank, Diderot : A Critical Biography 
(New York: Knopf, 1993). 
Elizabeth Parinet, La Librairie Flammarion 1875- 
1914 (Paris: I M E C ,  1992). 
Georges Sebbag, Les dditbns Surrialistes (Paris: IMEC, 
1993). 
Germanv 
Dietrich Bode, ed., Reclam: I25 jahre Universal-Bibliothek 
1867-1 992 (Reclam: Stuttgart, 1992). 
Jurgen Dragows ki, Die Geschichte der Bicher&e Cuten- 
berg in der Weimar Republik 1924-1933 (Essen: Klar- 
text, 1992). 
Peter Hesselmam, Simplixissimus Redivivus: Eine kom- 
mentierte Dokumentorion der Rezeptionsgeschichte 
Grimmelshausens im 17. Jahrhundert und 18. Jahr- 
hundert (Frankfurt: Klostermann, 1992). 
Heinz Sarkowski, Der Springer- Verlag: Stationen 
seiner Ceschichte 1842-1 992., Teil I : 1842-1 945 (Berlin: 
Springer, 1992). 
Torsten Seela, Biicher und Bibliotheken in Natio- 
nalsozialistischen Konzentrationslagern (Munich: Saur, 
1992). 
Philip M. Soergel, Wondrous in His Saints: Coun- 
ter-Reformation Propaganda in Bavaria (Berkeley: 
Univ. of California Press, 1993). 
Peter Vosodek and Manfred Komorowski, Bib 
liotheken wahrend des Natwnalsozialismus (Wiesbaden: 
Harrsowitz, 1992). 
Zreland 
Felicity O'Mahony, ed., The Book of Kells: Proceedings of 
a Conference. at Trinity College Dublin (Aldershot: 
Scolar Press,' 1993). 
d S w  
John Atherton and Claire Bruyere, eds., Lire en Ame'rique 
(Paris: Cahiers Charles V, no. 14, 1993). 
S. Elizabeth Bird, For Enquiring Minds: A Cultural Study 
of Supermarket Tabloids (Knoxville: Univ. of Tennesee 
Press, 1992). 
Ann Shelby Blum, PicturingNature: American Nineteenth- 
Century Zoological Illustration (Princeton: Princeton 
Univ. Press, 1993. 
Richard C. Brodhead, Cultures of Letters: Scenes of 
Reading and Writing in Nineteenth-Century America 
(Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1993). 
William Charvat, Literary Publishing in America, 1790- 
1850, paperback ed. (Amherst: Univ. of Massachusetts 
Press, 1993). 
Robert C. Cottrell, Ixxy: A Biography of I.F. Stone (New 
Brunswick: Rutgers Univ. Press, 1992). 
Bernardo P. Gallegos, Literacy, Education, and Society in 
New Mexico, 1693-1821 (Albuquerque: Univ. of New 
Mexico Press, 1992). 
Richard Gillman and Michael Paul Novak, eds., Poets, 
Poetics, and Politics: America's Literary Community 
Viewdfiom the Letters of Roue Humphries, 1910-1969 
(Lawrence: Univ. Press of Kansas, 1992). 
Paul Lancaster, Gentleman of the Press: The Life 
and Times of an Early Reporter, Julian Ralph of the 
Sun (Syracuse: Syracuse Univ. Press, 1992). 
Albert Muto, The University of California Press: The Early 
Years, 1893-1 953 (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 
1993). 
Judy Harvey Sahak, Dorothy Drake and the Scripps 
College'Press (Claremont: Scripps College Press, 1992). 
Jeffrey Segall, Joyce in America: Cultural Politics and the 
Trials of Ul'es (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 
1993). 
Joyce W. Warren, Fanny Fern: An  Independent Woman 
(New Brunswick: Rutgers Univ. Press, 1992). 
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How We Are Doing 
Contact us if you are interested. The or- 
ganization of such local branches would 
depend on the initiative of enthusiastic 7 
individuals, but the central office would be SHARP is unusual among scholarly societies,inasmuch as happy to assist with mailings lists, and 
our bailiwick is the world. Our aim is to establish com- maybe even a bit of cash. 
munication links among book historians all over the 
globe, and to a considerable extent SHARP News and 
SHARP-L have done just that. But as our first 
conference approaches, we have come to recognize 
that such annual meetings may not do enough to 
bring us together: after all, not everyone can fly 
halfway around the world to  attend. Other academic 
organizations address this problem by forming 
regional subgroups, and we may want t o  explore 
that route ourselves. 
Speaking of which, SHARP is operating in the 
black, and a healthy financial report will appear in 
our next issue. This new and more attractive format 
for SHARP News is, however, somewhat more 
expensive to produce. We would also like to  have a 
cash reserve for emergencies. Therefore, pending 
approval a t  the annual business meeting, we plan to 
raise SHARP annual membership dues to $15 
U S / ~ a n a d a , £ l ~  Britain, $20 elsewhere. Sign up for 
two years and you get a discount: $25 ~ S / ~ ~ a d a ,  
A local SHARP group be quite and f 17 Britain, $35 elsewhere. We have equalized rates informal-a few members meeting occasionally in North America because, as some of our 
someone's living room to  hear a paper read. It could Canadian members quite rightly pointed out, the 
alternatively cover an entire country and sponsor its cost of mailing to Canada is not much greater than 
Own co*erences-why not a SHARP Canada Or within the United States. These new rates, more- SHARP Australia? over, won't go into effect until 1 August 1993, so 
you can renew now a t  the old rates. 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
Begin or renew your membership in SHARP, and you will receive SfiARP News as well as the SHARP Membership 
Directory, to  be published this summer. Send a check for $10 (US) or $15 (elsewhere) to Jonathan Rose, History De- 
partment, Drew University, Madison, NJ 07940, USA. British residents can join by sending a check for L7 to Dr. Simon 
Eliot, The Open University, 4 Portwall Lane, Bristol BSl 6ND, UK. 
Name: 
Address: 
E-mail: 
Professional Affiliation: 
Research Interests: 
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